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Global Bibliography on Floating Islands

Abel, Glenn, “Don McKay Has Created a Floating Paradise,” Gaines-
ville Sun, Sunday, December 12, 1976, pp. 8–9 (on the decline 
of McKay’s tours of the floating islands in Orange Lake, Florida; 
includes photographs)

Achaval, Federico, Gonzáles, Julio G., Meneghel, Melitta, and Melgar-
ejo, Aníbal R., “Lista comentada del material recogido en costas 
Uruguayas, transportado por camalotes desde el Río Paraná,” Acta 
Zoológica Lilloana 35 (1979), pp. 195–200 (on floating islands 
that washed up in Montevideo in the beginning of April, 1977)

Ackermann, Rudolph, A Picturesque Tour of the English Lakes (Lon-
don: Printed for R. Ackermann, 1821) (pp. 161–162 on the floating 
island in Derwentwater, mostly quoting from James Clarke, who 
incorrectly argued that the island was buoyed up by upwellings of 
water from a nearby stream)

Acosta, José de, Historia Natural y Moral de las Indias (Seville: en casa 
de Iuan de Leon, 1590); translated by Frances M. López Morillas 
as Natural and Moral History of the Indies (Durham: Duke Uni-
versity Press, 2002) (Book 3, chapt. 16, and Book 7, chapt. 9, pro-
vide the earliest description of the chinampas as floating gardens)

“Acres of Marsh Float Down Fox Into Winnebago,” Oshkosh Northwest-
ern (Wisconsin), September 27, 1938, p. 4 (many pieces of bog, 
some as large as half a city block, floated down the Fox River from 
Lake Butte des Morts towards Lake Winnebago, loosened during 
a period of high water, wind, and waves; available through http://
www.newspaperarchive.com)

Adam, N., “The Floating Islands of Rawa Pening and Their Socio-
Economic Aspects,” BIOTROP Bulletin (Bogor, Indonesia) 11 
(1979), pp. 209–217 (Rawa Pening is in Central Java; the islands 
increase water loss and silting and decrease the fish population and 
recreation possibilities; rice is cultivated on the islands; the article 
includes a list of the plant species on the islands)



Adams, Chris S., Boar, Ros R., Hubble, David S., Gikungu, Mary, 
Harper, David M., Hickley, Phil, and Tarras-Wahlberg, Nils, “The 
Dynamics and Ecology of Exotic Tropical Floating Plant Mats: 
Lake Naivasha, Kenya,” Hydrobiologia 488.1 (2002), pp. 115–122 
(includes lists of the plant and invertebrate species found on the 
lake’s floating mats of Salvinia molesta and Eichhornia crassipes, 
and analysis of relationships between species numbers and floating 
island area)

Adams, Cyrus C., “Drifting Over the Sea,” Current Literature 30.2 
(February, 1901), pp. 172–173 (includes a description of the float-
ing island in the Atlantic discussed by Ochsenius, mentioning that 
the island was thought to have come from the Orinoco; reprinted 
from the New York Sun)

Adams, Inez, “Rice Cultivation in Asia,” American Anthropologist 50 
(1948), pp. 256–282 (p. 270 mentions floating seedbeds used in 
rice cultivation in the Krian district of the Malay Peninsula and the 
west coast of India)

Agnus, Claude, “Iles flottantes,” Géographia 8 (May, 1952), pp. 42–43 
(on floating islands in Guyana and Gatun Lake, Panama, as de-
scribed by Verrill in his Wonder Plants, and also on the Congo, as 
described by Rouch)

Agricola, Georgius, De ortu & causis subterraneorum lib. V. De natura 
eorum quæ effluunt ex terra lib. IIII. De natura fossilium lib. X. De 
ueteribus & nouis metallis lib. II. Bermannus, siue De re metallica 
dialogus. Interpretatio Germanica uocum rei metallicae, addito 
indice foecundissimo (Basel: Per Hieronymum Frobenium et Nic. 
Episcopium, 1546) (book 2, p. 124 of De natura eorum quae ef-
fluunt ex terra mentions some small floating islands near Gatter-
leben and Dondorf)

Aizutakada Choshi [History of the Town of Aizutakada] (Aizutakada, 
Japan: Aizutakada-machi, 1966) (pp. 68–85 comprise a scientific 
discussion of the development and vegetation of the floating island 
in Futanuma Marsh, Fukushima Prefecture; see Otake as well as 
Yoshioka and Kobayashi)

Akinari, Ueda, and Chambers, Anthony, “Hankai. A Translation from 
Harusame Monogatari,” Monumenta Nipponica 25.3–4 (1970), 
pp. 371–406 (pp. 396–397 on a brief visit to Ukishima-numa west 
of Yamagata at 38°20'N, 140°6'E, including an account of pushing 
a new island away from shore)

 



Thematic Indices to the Bibliography

The notation “(m)” indicates that there are multiple works by the author or 
authors cited, and that all of those works address the index topic.

Post-Classical Works Cited by Munz

Becmann, Boece, Cardano, Cluver, Dapper, Emmius, Feltmann, Fran-
cisci, Gassendi, Kircher (m), Lana Terzi, Muret (by way of Lipsius), 
Negri, Nieuhof’s “Schwimmende Dörfer,” Schotanus’s De geschiede-
nissen kerckelyck ende, Spon, Valvasor, Varenius, Wülfer

Works of Western Classical Literature That Mention 
Floating Islands

Capella, Claudianus, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Hecataeus, Isigonus 
of Nicaea, Lucian (m), Macrobius, Mela, Nonnus, Ovid, Pliny the Elder, 
Pliny the Younger, Seneca (m), Statius, Theophrastus, Varro, Virgil

Formation of Floating Islands

Ariskina (m), Arnborg et al.’s 1965 report, Odén, and Pousette, Balogh’s 
“Az úszóláp-szukcesszió kérdései I,” Broun, Bryan, Cabeo, Chapman, 
Clark and Reddy (pp. 298–302), Cook and Gut, Dausque, Dávalos y 
Figueroa, Ellery et al., Erlingsson (m), Fisk, Gardner, Gaudet’s “Natural 
Drawdown,” Hada, Hynes, Junk and Piedade, Kaletskaya et al., Karofeld 
(m), Kusakabe et al., Lawson, Lindvall, McKay, Mets, Miki, G. Nich-
ols, Nieuwland, Pagani, Perozzi, Pitt, Plot, Poschadel, Pousette, Ritchie, 
Sakaguchi et al., Sharma, Shaw (m),” Suter, Tallis, Targioni-Tozzetti 
(m), Terry and Minto, Vorst (pp. 31–39), White, Wild, Willmitzer



Geographical Index to the Bibliography

This index excludes floating islands seen at sea; ice islands; floating nests; float-
ing pumice, stones, and corals; the “mud islands” of Lake Victoria, Australia; 
non-indigenous artificial floating islands; and mythical floating islands that 
have no discernible basis in real floating islands. The notation “(m)” indicates 
that there are multiple works by the author or authors cited, and that all of those 
works address the index topic.

Works that Discuss Floating Islands in Several Regions

Böhme’s Der Hautsee, Böhme’s “Schwimmende Inseln,” Borca, Bro-
lin, A. B. Cook, Dausque, Diupaedius, Fabricius, the article “Floating 
Islands” in Harper’s Weekly, the article “Floating Islands and Gardens,” 
Früh, Gams, Girgensohn, Hanusz, Happel (m), Hïarne, Letzmann, Loch-
ner, Munz, Nakano (m), Öhler, Powers, Sigaut, Valvasor, Van Duzer’s 

“Floating Islands,” Van Duzer’s “Reflections”

North America

Canada—New Brunswick—Hog Lake impoundment: Hogg, Hogg and 
Wein (m), Krüsi, Krusi and Wein, Mallik (m)

Canada—New Brunswick—Stillwater Lake: Bishop and Bagnell
Canada—Ontario—Chemong Lake: Geer, Willcox
Canada—Ontario—Crowe River: Fisher, Proulx
Canada—Ontario—Experimental Lakes Area: Kelly et al., McKenzie et 

al., Poschadel, St. Louis et al., Scott et al.
Canada—Ontario—Island Falls Dam: W. R. Carr
Canada—Ontario—Lake Ontario—Kingston Harbor: Hutchinson
Canada—Ontario—Laurenson Lake: the article “Floating Island” in the 

Gazette and Bulletin; the article “Floating Muskeg”



Fig. 5. Cafer Orhan, photograph of the floating islands near Solhan in the 
province of Bingöl, Turkey, April, 2001

Fig. 6. Cafer Orhan, photograph of the floating islands near Solhan in the 
province of Bingöl, Turkey, taken a few moments later


